3 April 2001

Letters to the Editor

The Globe and Mail

The Editor:

Re: Poles and Jews

Isaac Bashevis Singer, who viewed Polish-Jewish relations as the interaction of two communities, offered the following perspective in 1944: “Rarely did a Jew think it was necessary to learn Polish; rarely was a Jew interested in Polish history or Polish politics. … Even in the last few years it was still a rare occurrence that a Jew would speak Polish well. …  The undersigned was connected with Poland for generations, but his father did not know more than two words in Polish. And it never even occurred to him that there was something amiss in that.”

A character in Singer’s novel The Manor expanded on this theme: “How can anyone move into someone else’s home, live there in total isolation, and expect not to suffer by it? When you despise your host’s god as a tin image, shun his wine as forbidden, condemn his daughter as unclean, aren’t you asking to be treated as an unwelcome outsider? It’s as simple as that.” 
Yours truly,
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