February 27, 2002

Ms. Elynor Kagan

Managing Editor, Humanities

School Division

Pearson Education Canada

26 Prince Andrew Place

Don Mills, Ontario

M3C 2T8

Dear Ms. Kagan:

Thank you for your letter of December 19, 2001, in reply to ours of June 28, 2001 concerning Marsha Lederman’s essay entitled “Going home to Auschwitz” which appears in SightLines 10.

We are glad to learn that the publisher is willing to accede to our request to omit this essay from future editions of the anthology. I believe that our earlier letter outlined ample objections to the suitability of this essay.

With respect to inserting some background information in the next reprint of the current edition, we believe that the wording you propose would allay our most important concern: clarity as to who was responsible for the camps in question and who the victims were. We have filled in some statistical data based on the sources identified later.

This essay describes the author’s visit to Poland, to see the concentration and death camps built there by Nazi Germany during its occupation of Poland in World War II. Millions of people died at the hands of the Nazis in these camps, including hundreds of thousands of Christian Poles (many held for political reasons) and three million [or simply “millions of”, if you prefer] Jews.

For Jewish losses we consulted The Destruction of the European Jews (New York: Holmes & Meier, 1985) by Raul Hilberg, universally recognized as the foremost scholar on the Holocaust. That eminent authority estimates that three million Jews perished in concentration and death camps, and that the remaining Jewish losses are attributable to starvation, executions, etc. outside the camps. For Polish losses we referred to various historians (Richard Lukas, Tadeusz Piotrowski, Tadeusz Piper of the Auschwitz State Museum, and others).  Almost one million Christian Poles were imprisoned in 

concentration and hard labour camps, of whom several hundred thousand perished. Of the 150,000 Polish Christian inmates of Auschwitz, half perished. (That camp also held about 1.1 million Jews, 23,000 Gypsies/Roma, 15,000 Soviet POWs, and 25,000 prisoners of other nationalities.) The total victim count for Nazi camps built in Poland (Majdanek, Treblinka, Sobibor, Stutthof, etc.) runs into the millions.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for the resolution that you have put forward. We would appreciate being informed when a reprint appears, and receiving a copy of the relevant page with the background information.

Yours truly,

Canadian Polish Congress, Toronto District 

ac. Ms. Janice Crawford

Curriculum and Assessment Policy Branch

Ontario Ministry of Education

900 Bay St., 16th Floor. Mowatt Block

Toronto, Ontario M7A 1L2

Mrs. Elizabeth Rogacki, President, CPC - HEB

