MacLean’s Magazine Letters

777 Bay Street

Toronto, Ont.

M5W 1A7

25 November 1997

The Editor:

It is unfortunate that no-one took issue with James Bacque’s claim that the Allies killed, through exposure, starvation and even murder, 2.1 Germans expelled from Eastern Europe.  (“Were the Allies genocidal?”, Nov. 3; Letters, Nov. 24).

German historians such as Ruediger Overmans of the Military History Institute in Freiberg put the losses in the range of 100-250,000.  The “statistics” of various West German offices on which Bacque relies lump together, for political reasons, victims of wartime military actions, sieges, and the spontaneous flight of millions of Germans, with postwar casualties.  Hence the grossly inflated figures and highly dubious claims advanced by Bacque.

Yours truly,

Canadian Polish Congress, Toronto District 

