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The Editor:

Re:
"Owning the kingdom of death", May 30


"Unearthed photos show daily life at death camp", May 30

The map accompanying these articles, showing the Birkenau death camp some 2 1/2 km. from the town of Oswiecim, belies the caption below the photo: "Houses from the nearby town can be seen in the background, showing how close the death camp was to the local civilian population."  It is also rudimentary knowledge, though not apparently for the writer Matthew Kalman, that an area of 40 km2 around the Auschwitz camp site was cleared of its population and buildings.

Kalman also does his best not to intimate that, until 1942, the vast majority of the prisoners of Auschwitz were Christian Poles.  Nor is he willing to disclose that the Jewish returnees to postwar Poland included the likes of Jacob Berman, who exerted total control over the Ministry of State Security.

All the top positions in that office were in the hands of Jewish returnees from the Soviet Union.  Under Stalin's orders they began to liquidate all possible opponents, often by simply murdering persons suspected of advocating Poland's independence.  They especially targeted former members of the Home Army, which fought the Nazis during the occupation.

Yours truly,
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